Victor Town Hall meeting on Monday April 2, 2007


TO:   Supervisor Bamann, All Town Board Members, Citizens of Victor, All County, State and Federal Representatives.

I want to thank the Supervisor and my neighbors (Dave and Linda Turner, Shari Giardino and Darlene White) for accepting my invitation to a kick off meeting held at my house on Sunday.
Lou Shaffer could not attend as he was rushed to the hospital earlier in the day.   Please include him and his wife in your thoughts and prayers.
Also attending was Jerry Leone.  Although not living in the immediate “plume” area, he is a long time Victor resident and brings to the table 20 years of professional experience in environmental management.  He is helping us understand the technical jargon and assisting us in evaluating the work and process of key State agencies.  We will encourage Town, County and State agencies to engage his services to help guide us through the clean-up process.  
At this meeting we introduced ourselves and shared our professional credentials and desire to work on a citizen’s committee/task force to address our contamination problem.

In addition, we discussed our progress to date.  This includes:

I. A mission statement:

· To investigate the contamination in our community, the effects of the contamination from a health and economic standpoint and to educate the community on our findings. Finally, to work with Town, County, State and Federal officials and agencies to ensure that the community is well represented.
II. An Internet based communications system that includes a web page and email lists.

· WEB PAGE:

http://mrbvarn.dyndns.org/victorcontamination

· A mission statement.

· A link for:

· An established TCE Blog.

· The DEC and DOH web pages.

· The Town Hall web page.

· A Post and View Comment function

· Open posts but committee members parse before release.

· List of pertinent publication on TCE and Vapor Intrusion.

· A list of related web sites.

· GROUP EMAIL LIST:
victortce@mrbvarn.dyndns.org
· COMMUNITY EMAIL LIST:
communitytce@mrbvarn.dyndns.org
This is an ongoing development effort and will change from time to time.   Currently I am working on a Frequently Asked Questions (i.e. FAQ) link.  There is an absolute and immediate need for grant and donor dollars to support this communications mechanism.  At the moment I am using resources from the Virtual Academic Research Network infrastructure that I use for teaching and research.   Please contact me if you have interest in supporting this from either a head count or financial perspective. 

Finally, we spoke about the concept of a 1 official – 1 citizen Town Sanctioned co-chairmanship Committee/Task Force that could integrate into the Town’s Strategic Plan.  We will be working on this in the days to come and intend on formally presenting our request at the next Town Hall meeting.  At this point we will provide a list of proposed committee members including an overview of their professional credentials and community standing.

Additional work that we face includes a continued effort to speak with our neighbors to find additional help and to learn what they want to know and educate them on what we are doing.  I urge anybody in the “plume” area to contact us and share their thoughts, ideas, questions and concerns.  You may view our web page and post your comments or send an email to the community email list.
Thank you.




Michael Barry      Victor, NY

