All, 

I  would like to thank each of you for your time and effort in organizing, hosting and attending the Victor Town Hall meeting on Monday. 

While it was a difficult situation to be faced with, it was absolutely necessary to address this contamination issue head on.  I think we all realize the enormous work that lies ahead for all of us.  I want to encourage each of you to stay focused on the issue.  I'm sure I don't have to convince anyone of you that I will.  With that said, I have the following observation and idea to share with you. 

Per the statements made by the public and state agencies, I recognize four areas of concern.   These include:  Communication, Health, Financial and Property Values.  Communication seems to be the concern that ties everything together. 

With this, I propose the creation of a Town sponsored Task Force/Committee composed of community members directly affected by the contamination and charged with the design and implementation of a communications model.  The charges might be: 

1) Coordinate with state agencies (i.e. DEC and DOH) and representatives and act as the liaison for the people. 

2) Engaging independent consulting experts qualified and experienced in contamination issues of this nature to evaluate the concerns and issues of the community; assist in analysis of the collected data and help in the evaluation of proposed clean up plans. 

3) Establishing an Internet Blog as a means for capturing the communities on-going response and to help in keeping the community involved and informed. 

4) Investigate the impact of peoples health and property values. 

5) Assist Town Board members and both state representatives and agencies with identifying and securing financial resources needed to implement a clean-up plan. 

6) Work on new building code and real estate legislation that will protect buyers of new and existing houses (i.e. require wells to be tested at the sale of a property much like sewage systems). 

I believe that a collaborative communication model of this nature is key to re-gaining the confidence of the community, keeping the people safe and ensuring a reliable and successful clean up plan. 

Again, thank you for your time and consideration.   Please pass this on to anyone and everyone that you feel needs to be in the loop and I welcome your comments and critique on this idea. 

Michael Barry 
Victor, NY
